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Kathleen Ramsay

From: Roy Schiff <roys@miloneandmacbroom.com>

Sent: Tuesday, August 01, 2017 10:45 AM

To: Mike Kline (mike.kline@vermont.gov); Jaron Borg (Jaron.Borg@vermont.gov)

Cc: landslideamy@comcast.net; Brian Cote; Jessica Louisos; Kathleen Ramsay

Subject: Middlebury River

Attachments: IMG_5189.JPG; IMG_5230.JPG

Mike and Jaron, 
 
We went on a site walk with landowners along the Middlebury River in East Middlebury last week and learned that the 
July 1 changed the channel dramatically (some photos attached).  Sediment deposition, bank erosion, avulsions, and 
floodplain inundation took place.  The channel generally shifted to the north towards the Ossie Road Berm and nearby 
residents 20 to 50 feet.  Boulders were plucked off of the flood wall at Grist Mill Road that is now more exposed.  Several 
inches of sand were deposited across the floodplains.  Flood levels were reported to be just below, at or above Irene 
flood levels. 
 
You may recall that we are in the process of designing some flood mitigation alternatives through an HMGP grant.  This 
flood re-engaged locals beyond their previous involvement, and now the river looks quite different.  There are calls to 
clean out the river and build bigger walls.  Amy and I thought it would be good to visit the site with you, recall the 
current preferred alternatives, and consider others.  We would like to look at the fan area and discuss if you think a 
sediment management plan should be created here.  The river channel seems to be filling and pushing into the Village. 
 
Would you be willing to do a site walk for a few hours?  I am away  starting Friday until Aug 16 so if you have time before 
that, Amy and Brian could walk the site with you.  Otherwise, I would be happy to join you after August 16. 
 
Thanks. 
 
Roy 
 
Roy Schiff, PhD, PE 
Water Resource Scientist and Engineer 
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